Influence of the flocculating agent in sedimentation and performance of a non flocculent strain of Zymomonas mobilis in the ethanol production process.
The influence of the flocculating agent was studied in the performance (measured by microbial growth and ethanol production) of a non flocculent strain of Zymomonas mobilis, as well as the potentiality of the sedimentation process in the separation of the biomass from the fermentation broth. Among the flocculating agents studied, it was verified that both tannin and the polyelectrolyte yielded good results with regard to cellular performance. However, with regard to sedimentation tannin is more adequate to be used in processes involving Zymomonas mobilis.